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 “To be saints is not a privilege for the few, but a vocation for everyone.” 
Pope Francis 

 
As we set the month of November astern and this week having enjoyed the final days of November, 
we look back in fondness for this blessed month which began with a celebration of all of the Saints 
who stand as giants within our faith community. 
 
While November 1st marked the Catholic Church’s recognition of All Saints Day, at St. Francis de 
Sales, we chose to celebrate the gift of our religious role models during our daily Community 
Meeting. Each morning our 7th grade students used our daily gathering as a means to share the 
stories of the historically prominent disciples of our Christian faith. I would like to thank Amy 
Gutierrez for her leadership of this November tradition. 
 
The following list represents a small but powerful group of Saints whose brief stories were shared 
each morning during this past month: Aiden Reilly – St. Vigor; Hannah Siegmund – St. Floribert; 
Sara Alessandrini – St. Hubert; Yenesis Torres-Vivas – St. Florentius of Strasbourg; Michael 
Wehberg – St. John the Baptist; Nora Wilson – St. Elizabeth of the Trinity; Jack Henry Tucker 
– St. Leo the Great; Will Wilhite – St. Alberic of Utrecht; Adriena Costante – St. Dubricus; Lukas 
Overton-O’Hara – St. Zachariah; Audrey Gianelle – St. Hilda; Sarah Siegmund – St. Nazarius; 
Tim Synowiec – St. Hilary; Taylor Gray – St. Theodore 
 
Prior to Thanksgiving break, our students enjoyed a couple of memorable events which truly 
remind us of the sense of community we enjoy as a St. Francis family. On November 17 th, our 
athletic field became home to a comedy of competitive camaraderie. Each year prior to putting 
away our uniforms for our fall sports teams, we fuse the strategy of the game of field hockey and 
the speed of soccer and invent a game known to PENGUIN NATION as “Sockey”. One half of the 
scheduled game will find the 7th & 8th grade boys wearing the traditional game field hockey kilts 
and the other half of the game to girls will don soccer ware as each group learns the challenge of 
the other team’s sport. Although each group hopes to prove victorious against their counterpart, 
the shared laughter and good natured camaraderie creates another marvelous memory for our 
students. A special note of thanks to our P.E. teacher Amanda Micciche for organizing this event. 
 
And what would “Turkey Week” be without the precious memory of the Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten Thanksgiving Day Program. Each year I watch the students perform for their 
families with such joy. They grin from ear to ear with pride knowing that their singing and dancing 
serve as the center point to this annual celebration. This wonderful program is followed up by a 
delicious Thanksgiving meal. A most grateful note of appreciation to Kathleen Hall, Christan 
McIntyre, Katie Manes, Cindy Janaskie and Linda DePietro for all their work in making this event 
such a special occasion. 
 
What a month! We are truly blessed!! 
 

PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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